
Pentecostal/Charismatic Churches of North America

CONTACT:






Pentecostal/Charismatic Churches of North America 

World Vision

Chairman Jeff Farmer 




John Volinsky
Open Bible Churches




34834 Weyerhaeuser Way S.

Phone: 515.288.6761 




PO Box 9716
Fax: 515.288.2510 




Federal Way, WA 98063-9716
Email: info@pccna.org




Phone: 916.872.4833
Web: pccna.org





Email: JVolinsk@WorldVision.org







Web: www.worldvision.org





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – April 12, 2011

Pentecostals Join Call to End Malaria

The voices of an estimated 225 million people who contract malaria each year have been heard by representatives of the 30 denominations and organizations of the Pentecostal/Charismatic Churches of North America. The PCCNA’s annual meeting, held March 18 in Federal Way, Washington, was hosted by World Vision, the world’s largest Christian relief organization. Leaders were challenged to join World Vision’s quest to see the end of malaria deaths by 2015. 

President Richard Stearns, Vice President Steve Haas, and other World Vision leaders called on PCCNA to declare war on malaria. Mosquitoes were said to be the most dangerous predators on earth, spreading malaria to 225 million people in 2009. Some 781,000 of those died, 85 percent of whom were children under the age of five years, at a rate of one every 45 seconds. World Vision actively supports the international goal to achieve near zero malaria deaths by 2015. Thus far, 300 million insecticide-treated bed nets have gone into Africa and 100 million more are needed. A unanimous motion was passed that PCCNA enter into a strategic partnership with World Vision to help end malaria deaths. PCCNA denominations, denominational churches, local churches, and para-church organizations are being encouraged to develop strategies for partnership with World Vision. The leaders signed a “War on Malaria” letter of intent. Chairman Jeff Farmer said, “History will remember a day when the final child died and the war against malaria ended…when the saving of millions of lives was triggered because PCCNA stepped into the ring.” The mission of the PCCNA is to “demonstrate unity in the power of the Spirit.” Farmer proclaimed, “Together we experienced a profound miracle. One day in the future this united Pentecostal/Charismatic action will be as significant as the Memphis Miracle, which launched our movement and committed us all to reconciliation and justice. Malaria is a justice issue, for it perpetuates the cycle of poverty. Malaria is a reconciliation issue, because many of our ancestors enslaved Africans and destroyed families. This war against malaria is a way we can go back to Africa and give freedom and hope and healing.” 

The campaign will begin this Fall with a 50 church pilot program and will launch nationwide in Spring of 2012. At the heart of this effort will be a challenge for people to provide a $6 bed net that will be the key weapon in the war on malaria. 

In keeping with the “Emerging Leaders” component of PCCNA’s Strategic Vision, leading youth practitioners Ron Luce of Teen Mania and David Ferguson of The Great Commandment Network/Next Gen Imperative warned of an alarming trend in another presentation during the March 18 meeting: America’s youth are departing from the Church once they leave high school. Both leaders provided helpful insights and suggestions for stemming this tide. The board voted to encourage its members to utilize the resources of Teen Mania and the Next Gen Imperative in expanding youth ministries. They also asked PCCNA member denominations to identify five churches that would pilot the effort in discipling and doubling the size of their youth groups in one year.

Two new organizations were welcomed to the PCCNA: the National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference, with 34,000 churches, led by President Samuel Rodriguez; and Calvary Ministries International, with 272 churches, led by Dr. Paul Paino. In greeting the assembly Rodriguez said that 86 percent of Evangelical Hispanics in America are Pentecostal and 52 to 54 percent of Hispanic Roman Catholics are Charismatic. An atmosphere of anticipation and vision permeated the discussions and united action. 

The PCCNA is a cooperative fellowship of Pentecostal/Charismatic denominations, associations, and churches in North America representing over 90 million constituents across the world. 

- Clyde M. Hughes, International Pentecostal Press Association


